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October 5, 2016 

 

Discussion Hubbard Road Residents 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on October 5, 2016, with, 

Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Ray Campbell, and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board 

present. Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy away on county business.  

 

Commissioners convened at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Commissioner Campbell explained the reason for inviting the residents and landowners who lived 

along Hubbard Road to this meeting. He stated the county was interested in learning who might want 

the road to become a county road. Director Huston explained what that meant, not to county specs. 

 

Hubbard Road is around 2.81 miles long and the surface is old pavement, not to county standard. 

There are many pot holes and frost heaves in the pavement and the group wanted to know if the 

county would have to bring the road up to certain standards or who would be responsible for that. 

Director Huston stated he is not sure what level of repair would be required.  

 

How will the state section be handled? There is no one from the state here to discuss that. Laurie 

Morgan stated she had a conversation with someone at the state and they indicated to her they didn’t  

care. The state wants to sell the property. Director Huston said that the DOT property is for sale as 

the county was notified. If there is one landowner that will not convey title to the county for the road, 

then there would be imminent domain process option and the commissioners may not want to do that.  

 

Who pays for the road? Director Huston stated the county and the Morgan’s could do the work 

depending on the level of upgrade, frontage owners could also be asked to pay for it. Commissioner 

Campbell stated it has been done before with no upgrades, but has concerns. Commissioner DeTro 

discussed the RTPO involvement with the county and then provided some history and where we are 

now with the Council of Governments. DOT has a certain fiduciary responsibility to maintain the road 

due to it being the only option for detour when DOT closes 97. DOT caused much of the damage on 

the road when they detoured traffic to Hubbard Road during the fire in 2015. He stated if an individual 

landowner wants to object and stop the lagoon, they should know it is already permitted with 

conditions. With limited access, he believes a private entity could not block the road from access.  

 

Director Huston stated there are conditions of approval that must be met. Turning Hubbard road over 

to the county is not one of them.  The timeline is dependent on all the landowners. Can funds be 

requested from STP funds or TIP Funds? Commissioner DeTro stated the state isn’t funding those 

like in the past. John Hubbard stated before anyone lived out there the county and the state used the 

road to haul sand. Commissioner DeTro remembered that everyone was allowed to use it and no one 

ever charged for that use. Scott asked about the south end by the Morgan property and asked about 
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the taxable portion of property that would be taken off the tax rolls. Director Huston and commissioner 

DeTro stated ideally, yes, but that would be determined by the Assessor.  

 

A question was asked about the different grades of roads as each grade has an estimate of cost. Will 

there be an estimate of cost to the landowners before the next step. Director Huston stated it would 

need to be discussed with the county engineer to determine the level of improvements from which a 

cost scenario could be applied. It might need to be brought up to a certain standard before the county 

can take responsibility for it, then at that time there would be another discussion with those affected. 

Commissioner Campbell  

 

John Hubbard stated if everyone agrees how would the cost be apportioned out would it be frontage, 

or calculated in some other way. Some landowners may not have frontage but will still use it for 

access. Commissioner Campbell stated everybody would need to be in concurrence. Scott asked 

about speed limit, would it be 50 mph or lower. Director Huston stated it would depend on the 

landowners to provide input and request a speed limit other than the default. The county engineer 

also weighs in.  

 

John Hubbard asked if it was possible to take out the pavement and make it a gravel road. Director 

Huston explained it depends on the classification of the road which dictates the level of maintenance 

required. There are a number of factors that goes into the classification of a road. It is process that 

involves the county. 

 

Jim Utt asked about the classification necessary to provide the needed function of hauling heavy 

effluent trucks.  

 

Commissioners adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 


